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DEFINING KEY TERMS
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✓ Maritime Governance is a process which involves steering activities surrounding the
development and implementation of rules and objectives through coordination and
coherence amongst different actors for the regulation of shipping. (Aiken, 2023; Adapted from Pierre 

(2000))

✓ Implementation is the manifestation of international rules and regulations through the
passage of legislation, monitoring, enforcement and the establishment of supportive
institutional arrangements steered by a central actor with coordination amongst other
actors within multiple organizations and operating at multiple levels. (Adapted from Victor et. Al.

(1998) and Najam (1995))



ROLE OF OTHER MARITIME STAKEHOLDERS
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Source: Aiken, D. (2023). Maritime governance: contextual factors affecting implementation 
of IMO instruments.



MEMBER STATE OBLIGATIONS
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Legal Basis:

UNCLOS Articles 91–94
MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 5–
11

• Ensure that ships flying their 

flag comply with MARPOL 
Annex VI requirements

• Issue and maintain 
valid International Air Pollution 

Prevention (IAPP) and Energy 
Efficiency (IEE) certificates

• Conduct flag-state inspections

• Take enforcement actions 
when violations occur with 
flagged vessels (on the high 
seas)

• Investigate violations or 
environmental incidents 
involving their flagged ships

Legal Basis:
UNCLOS Articles 218–219
MARPOL Annex VI Regulation 10

• Inspect foreign ships calling at 
port for compliance with 
MARPOL Annex VI standards

• Report and take action against 

ships not meeting air pollution 
control requirements.

• Detain ships with serious 
violations

• Take direct action if ships 
violate MARPOL Annex VI 
within port or internal waters

• Investigate violations or 
environmental incidents 
involving their flagged ships

Legal Basis:
UNCLOS Articles 56, 211(5), 212
MARPOL Annex VI Regulations 13, 

14, 16

• Monitor emissions from ships 
operating in their EEZ or 
territorial sea

• Enforce MARPOL Annex VI 
regulations in territorial sea 
and EEZ

• Take enforcement actions 
when violations occur with 
flagged vessels (on the high 
seas)

• Adopt national laws that 
mirror or supplement MARPOL 
Annex VI to protect the 
marine environment

Flag State Responsibility Port State Responsibility Coastal State Responsibility



IMPLEMENTATION
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STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION
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Source: IMO (2024), Analysis of Consolidated Audit Summary Reports, III 10/INF.6, May 2024 
Audits of 82 countries
Close to 50% of IMO Membership 



ROLE OF OTHER MARITIME STAKEHOLDERS
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Source: Aiken, D. M., Kotta, J., & Tapaninen, U. P. (2025). Exploring the Multifaceted Challenges and Complexities Involved in the Effective 
Implementation of Maritime Conventions. Sustainability, 17(2), 478. https://doi.org/10.3390/su17020478



WORKSHOP
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WORKSHOP
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• You are placed in groups of 3

 
• 15 minutes

• Individually read through the entire Regulatory 
Map template

• Complete section 7 

• 30 minutes

• Group discussion

• 3 roles – Presenter, Peer Reviewer A, Peer 
Reviewer B

• 1 Leader

• 30 minutes

• Group Presentation – Group leader to summarize 
& present overview of group discussion 



LET’S DEBRIEF



LET’S DEBRIEF

Group debrief:

• What was one thing you learned from your peers?

• Did your understanding of your own regulatory 
context change?

• What follow-up action will you take (e.g., literature to 

review, policy to analyze)?



Global 
implementation of 

global standards 
established by IMO is 
the backbone of the 

present prosperity of 
international 

shipping 

- Dr. Koji Sekimizu (2021)



Deniece.aiken@taletch.ee
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Source: Aiken, D. (2023). Maritime governance: contextual factors affecting implementation 
of IMO instruments.
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